Throttle and “Dead man” switch

There was a question regarding the “Dead man” switch and the throttle.  The rules state "Power to the motor must be controlled by the driver, and turn off automatically when the driver releases the accelerator ("dead man" cut-off)".  This indicates that a separate "dead man" switch is not required if the throttle is spring loaded to the OFF position.  This is also safe and a separate switch is NOT required.  If you will read the above rule, it does not indicate the use of a separate "dead man" switch; it should be incorporated into the throttle.  But we allow the separate switch if the drivers prefers.
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Mr.  Robinson gave me the idea on using the separate switch and a “set and forget” throttle.  The picture on the left above was supplied by Mr. Robinson.  This setup works well on long tracks with little change in vehicle speed, such as at Brandon.  If you look at the Cloud Electric site, all throttles are spring loaded to the OFF position.  An additional “dead man” switch is NOT required, but could be incorporated.
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The previous email was in response to being told that some vehicles had “sticking” throttles.  If you use a separate “dead man” everything is ok.  If you use a spring loaded throttle, please check to ensure that it is not sticking in the ON position.  Our goal is SAFETY above all else and to continue to have a great time with Electrathon racing.  If any team needs consulting on this, we have a former Rocket Scientist available and willing to assist.
