Chapter 4:  Completing the Roll Cage

Next step in the build is to complete the roll cage. This requires another hoop bent from 3/4 inch conduit to the same radius as the first one.  I trim and fit this one so it attaches to the top frame rail about 12 inches behind the main hoop and tilted slightly so the tops of the hoops are approximately 4 inches apart.  I also bend a small hoop for the headrest from ½-inch conduit and attached it to the upper rear crossmember.  In this picture it is attached to the top of the rear half- hoop.  On the streamlined style car there is a crossmember welded between the top frame tubes at this location (See the frame drawing in chapter 2.  Also see a completed frame in 3rd photo below.)  At the top, the main roll cage hoops are tied together in the center with a short piece of 3/4 conduit.[image: image7.jpg]
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What we're seeing in the first pic below is a frame with the top & bottom center crossmembers and the vertical uprights in place in the vicinity of where the front axle will go.  Notice that the top piece is arched. This helps to hold the shape of the body later and will become the support for the steering shaft.  Also visible are the diagonal aluminum side supports. That was an experiment in weight reduction, but it proved to be insignificant.  I have since replaced the aluminum strips with conduit welded in place. (see finished frame above.)  The welded supports make the frame more rigid.

The second pic shows the side seat-back supports and the seat back made from 3/16” Luan plywood.  The plywood will be split and hinged later to ease installation and removal when the body panels are in place.
[image: image5.jpg]


 [image: image6.jpg]


  

  
   

[image: image1.png]


